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Minutes

Annual Town Meeting

Lancaster, NH

March 8, 2011

At 7:30 p.m. Moderator Desjardins welcomed all to the annual meeting and introduced himself, Town Clerk Jean Oleson, Town Manager Edward Samson and Selectmen Leo Enos, Leon Rideout and David Stickney.  He thanked the deputy moderators (Don Crane, Ben Oleson and Ed Samson), supervisors of the checklist and all the election volunteers.

The colors were brought forward by the JROTC from WMRHS.  Allvin (Whitey) Leonard asked for a moment of silence for all the men and women serving throughout the world.  He then led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Town Manager Ed Samson also welcomed everyone to the annual town meeting.  He acknowledged that this year’s town report is dedicated in memory of Harry Southworth  who passed away this past year.  

Moderator Desjardins stated that the polls opened at 8:00 a.m. for voting on the official ballot items, Article 1 election of town officers, the school ballot and school warrant articles.  He said the polls closed at 7:00 p.m. for those purposes and the deliberative phase is now convening for consideration of warrant articles 2 – 25.  Moderator Desjardins stated that the voter check in system will be used again this year and reminded those who had not received their voter cards to do so now.

Moderator Desjardins explained the rules of procedure for this evening's meeting as follows:

1. Must be a resident of the town and a registered voter to vote.

2. Non-residents must have approval of the registered voters to address any article but cannot vote.

3. Articles will be addressed in the following manner:

· Moderator will read the article

· A designated selectman will move the article

· It will be seconded by a designated selectman

· A predetermined member of the select board will explain and answer questions relative to each Article.

· General discussion will follow

· You must be acknowledged by the Moderator in order to speak 

· Move to the microphone, give name and domicile

· Once discussion is complete the article will be voted on in order of priority of vote as follows; show of voter cards, physical card count and written ballot

Moderator Desjardins pointed out the exits in case of an emergency.

Article 2 – read by Moderator Desjardins. 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($135,000.00) to be added to the following Capital Reserve Fund accounts previously established for the purpose and in the amounts indicated:

Highway


$  40,000.00

Fire Department

$  40,000.00

Town Hall Improvements
$  10,000.00

Bridge Replacement

$  20,000.00

Revaluation


$  10,000.00

Police Dept


$    5,000.00


Library



$    5,000.00

Cemetery


$    5,000.00

Total



$135,000.00

 (Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee)

Article 2 was moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Rideout.

Selectman Stickney explained that this article is a yearly appropriation and is to put money away for future equipment purchases.  Selectmen Stickney offered to answer any questions.

Charlie Duursema, Portland Street, asked if the town had received any stimulus money for projects in the last couple of years.  Selectman Stickney stated that the town received stimulus money for radios for the Fire Dept and will receive grant money (FEMA money Warrant Article 10) to purchase a new ladder truck for the Fire Dept.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 2 carried.
Article 3 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) for the purchase of a new excavator to be shared by the Highway, Sanitation and Water Departments and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus. 
Article 3 was moved by Selectman Rideout and seconded by Selectman Stickney.

Selectman Enos explained that currently the town crew has a backhoe that they use for projects.  He said that the select board would like to purchase an excavator so the town crew can continue to work on infrastructure.  Mr. Enos said that the Water, Sewer and Highway Depts. would share the excavator.  He said that the backhoe is getting old and the purchase of an excavator will save the town money, as it will no longer be necessary to rent equipment for town projects.

C. Duursema asked how big an excavator the board wishes to purchase.  Mr. Enos said a mid-size one.  Mr. Duursema asked why purchase rather than stimulate the economy by contracting outside for that piece of equipment.  He asked how often it would be used.

Mr. Enos said that it would keep the town crew busy and keep costs down by having the town crew do the work. 

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 3 carried.
Article 4 – read by Moderator Desjardins  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) for the purchase of a new equipment trailer for the Highway Department and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus. 

Article 4 was moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.

Selectman Rideout explained that this purchase would replace the current 1966 equipment trailer.  The 1966 model has extensive rust and mechanical issues making it unsafe and had to be taken off the road.  The new trailer will have a 10-ton rating and will be used to haul equipment back and forth to different jobs.  Mr. Rideout said that the cost to replace the trailer is $12,000 and will be expended from the surplus fund balance.  He said there would be no tax impact this year.  Mr. Rideout offered to answer any questions.

It was asked if it would be large enough to haul the excavator and the answer was yes. There was some discussion as to the size of the excavator and if the trailer would be large enough to haul it.  

Selectman Rideout stated that the Select Board and Town Manager would be sure the excavator would fit on the trailer.

Town Manager Samson stated the size of the excavator is known and the trailer that was speced out will be large enough to haul the excavator.

Trevor Bates, Marshall Road, asked if the trailer would be tandem or tri-axle.  Mr. Samson stated that it will be a 2-axle and comparable for the anticipated weight of the excavator.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 4 carried.
Article 5 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) for the purchase of a new support/tow vehicle for the Fire Department and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus. 

Article 5 was moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Rideout.

Selectman Stickney explained that the Fire Department currently uses a 1985 Army surplus vehicle that is not worth repairing.  He said the town has the option of purchasing a 2003 Ford Expedition (paramedic intercept vehicle) from Weeks Hospital that is all equipped and ready to go.  Selectman Stickney offered to answer questions.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 5 carried.
Article 6 – read by Moderator Desjardins. 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Seven Thousand Dollars ($107,000.00) for the purchase of Two (2) new Solarbee Aerators for the Sanitation Department and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the sewer fund balance surplus.

Article 6 was moved by Selectman Rideout and seconded by Selectman Stickney.

Selectman Enos explained that there are a total of 4 aerators and 2 need to be replaced right away.  He said the aerators add air to help break down the solids faster.  Mr. Enos offered to answer questions.

Charlie Duursema asked it they are solar powered (Solarbee).

Town Manager Samson said that they are solar powered with AC power as well.  He said Solarbee is the manufacturer.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 6 carried.
Article 7 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty One Thousand Dollars ($21,000.00) for the purchase of a new Muffin Monster Grinder for the Sanitation Department and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the sewer fund balance surplus. 

Article 7 was moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.

Selectman Rideout explained that this piece of equipment is a sediment grinder that is needed at the sewer treatment plant.  The existing grinder has been rebuilt once and is beyond its life expectancy.  He offered to answer questions.

There being no discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 7 carried.
Article 8 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Two Thousand Dollars ($22,000.00) for the purpose of replacing the existing garage with new construction for the Colonel Town Recreation Department and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus.

Article 8 was moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Rideout.

Selectman Stickney stated that this appropriation is to replace the garage at the rear of the recreation building.  The new garage will have handicap accessible bathrooms in the front for public use.  He said that $10,000 would come from the Lou Leaver Fund for a total project cost of $32,000.  Mr. Stickney offered to answer questions.

Charles Duursema asked if town employees would do the job.  Selectman Stickney said that the job would be put out for bid.

Doug Corrigan asked who would manage the project.  Mr. Stickney stated that Town Manager Samson would.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 8 carried.
Article 9 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars ($40,000.00) to purchase a new Demo Grinder for the Transfer Station and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) from the 5 Cent Can Fund, a special revenue fund created for that purpose and Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) from the fund balance surplus.

Article 9 was moved by Selectman Rideout and seconded by Selectman Stickney.

Selectman Enos explained that the current demo grinder needs to be replaced.  He said it is used at the Transfer Station to grind up the demolition waste.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 9 carried.

Article 10 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) for the purchase of a new ladder truck for the Fire Department. Out of this amount Four Hundred Seventy Five Thousand Dollars ($475,000.00) will be paid from a FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant.  The remaining Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to be drawn from the fund balance surplus.

Article 10 was moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.

Selectman Rideout stated that the Fire Department wants to replace the Thibault purchased in 1993.  He said that the Fire Dept could no longer get parts for the vehicle.  Mr. Stickney said that the Fire Department looked for grants and Steven Jones wrote a grant for matching funds in the amount of $25,000.

There being no more discussion, Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by a show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 10 carried.
Article 11 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Three Dollars ($1,533.00), $.45 per capita based on 2009 Lancaster population of 3407, for the support of the American Red Cross.

Article 11 was moved and seconded.

Doug Corrigan, 426 Main St, stated that he was very concerned that the town is giving money to charities.  He said it is quite clear in the statute that gives the town the authority to levy property tax that the tax money is to be used for town business.  Mr. Corrigan said that in the next several articles he believes “the town” would be violating the law if any or all of those articles pass.

Henrietta Moineau compared the Red Cross who gets some funding from the Federal Government to the Salvation Army, who rely on private donations, who is also on hand for disasters and never come to the towns for funding.  She urged the voters to vote the article down.

Charlie Duursema stated that “charity begins at home”.  He said he agrees with Mr. Corrigan and Ms Moineau.  Mr. Duursema said that local government should not be funding this appropriation and urged a no vote.

Emily Cowan, Kilkenny Street, asked if the money goes to the Red Cross disaster relief or the blood bank.  Town Manager Samson read from the letter of request, which basically states that the money would be used across the board.  Ms Cowan asked if the Red Cross ever charges the town for any relief given to town residents.  Mr. Samson replied no.  Ms. Cowan urged approval of the article and noted that the Red Cross helps us and we should help them.

Peter Riviere, Mt Prospect Road, stated that it is his understanding that for tonight the voters are the legislative body and the law.  He said in times of emergency the Red Cross is there providing the needed services.

Lawrence Fava, Pleasant Valley Road, asked if anyone knows what the President of the Red Cross makes for an annual salary.  He noted that is it 1 million.  Mr. Fava said that he respects what the Red Cross does and that he personally donates to the Red Cross but he said he does not believe that this request should be on the town warrant.

Mr. Corrigan added that there are many charities in town that do not ask for anything and raise money through donations and other fund raising activities.  He said the town should not use the tax base for charitable work.

There being no more discussion, Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 11 carried.

Article 12 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for the support of the Lancaster-Whitefield-Littleton Tri-Town Public Transit Route.

Article 12 was moved and seconded.

Nathan Wert, Elm St, explained that this is the same amount requested and received last year.  He offered the following information: last fiscal year 15,545 passenger trips were provided Monday – Saturday, 4 times a day, 4% of the funding comes from the towns, the program helps the people in town.  He said 3 towns are involved and are being asked for the same funding.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 12 carried.

Article 13 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for the support of Senior Wheels Demand Response Program.

Article 13 was moved and seconded.

Nathan Wert stated that this request for funding supports the program that transports seniors and disabled people to medical appointments.  He said there is no fee but donations are accepted.  Mr. Wert said the bus will pick the person up, transport them to an appointment and bring them back home.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that the Article 13 carried.    
Article 14 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the support of CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of New Hampshire. 

Article 14 was moved and seconded.

Sue Buteau stated that she is a volunteer for CASA.  She said that CASA volunteers serve as guardians at litem to children who are from families where they have been abused or neglected.  Mrs. Buteau said that CASA volunteers helped 41 children from Coos County this year.  She said that when CASA volunteers are not available the State of NH pays $60/hr for a guardian at litem to represent a child in court.  Mrs. Buteau said that the role of the guardian ad litem is to represent the child in court and to be a voice for the child in court.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 14 carried.
Article 15 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Dollars ($3,520.00) for the support of the Caleb Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers.  

Article 15 was moved and seconded.

There was no discussion.

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 15 carried.

Article 16 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500.00) for the support of the North Country Senior Meals Program. 

Article 16 was moved and seconded.

Beth Vincent, 13 Stevens Terrace, offered to answer any questions.  She stated that in the last fiscal year the program served over 15,000 home delivered meals.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 16 carried.

Article 17 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Four Hundred Sixty Four Dollars ($2,464.00), $.75 per capita, for the Town’s share of the operating budget for the Mt. Washington Regional Airport for the current fiscal year.  

Article 17 was moved and seconded.

Charlie Duursema asked why the airport couldn’t support itself with landing fees and hanger fees.  He asked why they keep asking for town support.

Bruce Hutchings, Arthur White Road, stated the following:

· He is a past airport manager and was on the Airport Commission

· Airport does support itself with lease fees for the hangers (all privately owned).  Landing fees would not be productive.  People would not come to the airport if had to pay a landing fee.

· Airport is there to try to serve the community.  It brings a lot of people in – tourism, people coming to hotels and to do business in area.

· Largest expense is the electrical.

· There are 7 member towns who are asked to pay same amount per capita.  Plus there are hanger fees and fuel sales.  Town of Whitefield pays more and they own the airport - $12,000 this year.

· Airport is run by volunteers.  Any money raised goes back into running the airport.

· He is a member of Angel Flights, a charitable organization that transports people in need to hospitals.   People who can’t afford the travel costs.  He said having the airport helps the community.  It has been used for several transfers by the Dart helicopter.

Mr. Hutchings answered questions from the voters.

The question was moved, seconded and carried.

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards,

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 17 carried.

Article 18 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Eight Hundred Five Dollars ($5,805.00), for the support of Northern Human Services/White Mountain Mental Health.      

Article 18 was moved and seconded.

Mark Vincent, 13 Stevens Terrace, offered the following information:

· Last year WMMH provided 390 hours of service on the mental health side to 83 people from the Town of Lancaster.

· WMMH offers a 24 hour emergency service to the Town of Lancaster.  It is not fully funded by the State.

· WMMH is grateful for the town’s support over the years.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 18 carried.

Article 19 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred Three Dollars ($1,703.00), $.50 per capita, for the support of the Northern Gateway Chamber of Commerce.  

Article 19 was moved and seconded.

Pam Gainer, 8 Grandview Drive, was present to represent the Chamber.  She stated that the Chamber continues to work for the Town of Lancaster.  Mrs. Gainer said that a highlight of this past year is a new website – an improved resource for the town and its visitors.  Mrs. Gainer said that the Chamber promotes events and news for many companies and organizations in town.  She said the site links to the State of NH website, operates a toll free info line and continues to support town businesses by offering various networking and professional development opportunities.  Mrs. Gainer stated that the Chamber appreciates the town’s support in the years past.  She offered to answer questions.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 19 carried.

Article 20 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to pay for the cost of operating the Mt Prospect Ski Club. 

Article 20 was moved and seconded.

Bill Ghelli thanked the town and the EMTs for their support.  He said that Mt. Prospect is all volunteer run by the Ski Club.  He urged support of the article.  Mr. Ghelli added that WMRHS ski team has held practices at Mt. Prospect as well.

There being no discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 20 carried.

Article 21 – read by Moderator Desjardins.  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($4,600.00) for the support of the Community Contact Division of Tri-County Community Action.  

Article 21 was moved and seconded.

Amy Nelson, Winter Street, who works out of the Lancaster office, offered the following information:

· CAP assists low-income clients with applications for weatherization and fuel and electric assistance.  CAP assisted in 2010 431 Lancaster households with fuel and electric assistance as well as weatherization.  The combined benefits for these households was over $227,000.

· CAP offers a food pantry and in 2010 gave roughly 2100 meals to Lancaster residents which cost the pantry approx. $3500.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 21 carried.
Article 22 – read by Moderator Desjardins.


“To see if the Town (Lancaster, NH) will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for the support of the Lancaster Community Cupboard (Food Pantry).”  (By Petition)  (Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen or the Budget Committee)

Article 22 was moved and seconded.

Sandra Bergquist, Bunker Hill Street, asked to amend the article by increasing the dollar amount.

Moved by Sandra Bergquist and duly seconded to amend the article by increasing the dollar amount to $500.00.

Joanne Emerson stated that she is on the food pantry board of directors.  She said that $100 has been requested from 10 of the towns served by the food pantry.  Mrs. Emerson said that the money would be used to purchase new freezers, which are badly needed.  She said that the food pantry receives a lot of frozen food that they distribute and need a place to keep it.  She said the current freezers are used and donated and in bad shape.  Mrs. Emerson said that 588 Lancaster residents were served this past year.  She said the food pantry is open 3 days a week from 1-3 p.m. and often longer than that.  She said all support is through donations and volunteers run the program.  Mrs. Emerson said that it is not run by the Methodist Church, it operates out of the church because there is space there, and uses the churches non-profit number.  She said the food pantry has a separate checkbook and accounting and the board approves all expenditures.  She questioned why the select board and budget committee did not recommend the article.

Town Manager Samson stated that it was never clearly explained what the intent of the article was.  He said no one was at the public budget hearing to represent and explain the request.  He said the boards felt they may be setting precedence if recommending this article.

Myra Emerson spoke for the request.  She said new freezers are badly needed.  She said some remodeling was done with grant money from the Tillotson Fund and by volunteers.

There was no more discussion on the amendment to the article.

Moderator Desjardins read the article as amended.

“To see if the Town (Lancaster, NH) will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the support of the Lancaster Community Cupboard (Food Pantry).”  (By Petition)  (Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen or the Budget Committee)

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the amendment to the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that the amendment carried.

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on Article 22 as amended by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 22 as amended carried.

Article 23 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to register and disseminate to all concerned its objection, opposition and commitment to stop the construction of any portion of the 1200 Megawatt High Voltage Direct Current Transmission Line in the Town of Lancaster as presently proposed by Northeast Utilities, Nstar and Hydro-Quebec since such a huge scar constructed and erected through and above the Town’s treasured residential and scenic private properties will cause inestimable damage to the orderly economic development of the Town, its economy, and the health and wellbeing of its residents;

Or to take any other action relative thereto.

THE FIRST SIGNATORY ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE PETITION IS THE PETITIONER OF THE ARTICLE AND WILL BE LISTED AS SUCH ON THE TOWN MEETING WARRANT.  VALERIE HERRES.

(By Petition)

Article 23 was moved and seconded.

Valerie Herres offered the following information:

· The tax base will increase.  Voters should consider that the tax base may increase but people with properties effected will come to the town for abatement.

· There was a huge mailing by Northern Pass at a huge cost for mailing.  It says what towns will get in the tax base increase but does not take into consideration people coming for abatements and the loss of future development.

· It will effect property values.

· It will effect the economy.

· The Timberland Assoc. is against it.

· Small electric generating plants will be effected.

Ms. Herres offered to answer questions and urged a yes vote to oppose Northern Pass.

Lawrence Fava noted that he is new to town but has read the article in the paper regarding this issue.  He said he knows about power generation and that hydroelectric is the cheapest way to generate electricity and is renewable, runs year after year and provides low cost electric power.  Mr. Fava noted that fossil fuel puts pollutants in the air, coal mining has its problems, as does nuclear power.  He said if the Northern Pass goes through it would also bring with it jobs and NH and Coos County would benefit from it.  He urged the voters to look at both sides of the issue.

Herb Richardson, Williams St, stated that the Northern Pass power is not helping the North Country, it is going to So. Mass, RI and NJ.

Bob Johnson, Flaherty Road, recommended putting another line next to the current line that is on the other side of the CT River and runs in the woods and follows the river and goes into Littleton.

Peter Riviere added that there will be very little benefit, all the power is going to southern NE.  He said it would be just a pass through.  Mr. Riviere said that Coos exports more power than it uses.  He said the benefit is very slight compared to the blight of the powerline.  Mr. Riviere said that it would have an impact on the generation of alternative power locally – wind farms, biomass plants, etc.

Peter Powell said that he wanted to emphasize that there will be loses in property values.  He said it is not a green project or a clean project.  Mr. Powell said it would have a negative effect on taxes.  It will reduce current values, there will be constant fights with the utility regarding tax values, and there will not be any future development along the powerline.  Mr. Powell noted that the towers will be 9-12 stories high, triple the size of the town hall.  It will not be a public benefit; it will be a public risk.

There being not more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 23 carried.

Article 24 – read by Moderator Desjardins.


To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Million Seven Hundred Thirty Two Thousand Three Hundred Twenty One Dollars ($4,732,321.00) which represents the operating budget.  Said sum does not include any other Warrant Articles. 

Article 24 was moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Rideout.

Selectman Stickney explained that the amount in this article represents the operating budget for the town for 2011.

There being no discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article by show of voter cards.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 24 carried.

Article 25 – read by Moderator Desjardins.


To transact other business that may legally come before this meeting.

Town Manager Samson took this opportunity to inform the voters about a situation with the highway dump truck.  He said that just prior to town meeting the year 2000 dump truck sustained some damage.  Mr. Samson said that the estimated cost of repairs exceeds $20,000 and the value of the truck is $20,000 so the insurance company totaled it.  He said it was to late to put anything on the warrant but the Board of Selectmen have the authority to expend from the capital reserve fund without voter approval.  Mr. Samson said that the board plans to lease (with option to buy) a truck for one year at the cost of $24,000 and at the next Town Meeting the voters will be asked to fund the purchase for an estimated cost of $136,000.  He said that the insurance company will salvage the damaged truck for a cost of $3600 and the town will purchase it and use it as a salt vehicle.  It can be repaired to be used safely as a salt vehicle but not to be used for plowing.  Mr. Samson said that the damaged truck is one year away from being replaced anyway.  Mr. Samson added that he wants to keep the voters informed and aware of what is happening.

Motion was made, seconded and carried to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Oleson

Town Clerk

