Minutes

Annual Town Meeting

Lancaster, NH

March 9, 2010

At 7:30 p.m. Moderator Desjardins welcomed all to the annual meeting and introduced himself, Town Clerk Jean Oleson, Town Manager Edward Samson and Selectmen Leo Enos, David Stickney and Allan Carr.  He thanked the deputy moderators (Don Crane, Ben Oleson and Ed Samson), supervisors of the checklist and all the election volunteers.

The colors were brought forward by the JROTC from WMRHS.  Moderator Desjardins introduced Imani and Isabella Gaetjens-Oleson who sang the National Anthem. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Allvin (Whitey) Leonard. 

Town Manager Ed Samson also welcomed everyone to the annual town meeting.  He acknowledged that this year’s town report is dedicated in memory of Regis Cronauer who passed away in March of 2009.  Mr. Cronauer was instrumental in getting the Ambulance Corp to where it is today.  He served on the Fire Dept and did a lot for the town and deserved the recognition.

Mr. Samson also acknowledged the cover of the Annual Report.  It is a picture taken by a local resident and generously donated for the cover.  He also thanked Charity Blanchette for once again preparing the annual report.  Mr. Samson thanked all those who put the budget together; from the department heads to the board of selectmen and the budget committee.  He noted that the town employees do an excellent job and the town is fortunate to have them.

 Moderator Desjardins stated that the polls opened at 8:00 a.m. for voting on the official ballot items, Article 1 election of town officers, the school ballot and school warrant articles and the special election state ballot.  He said the polls closed at 7:00 p.m. for those purposes and the deliberative phase is now convening for consideration of warrant articles 2 – 26.  Moderator Desjardins stated that the voter check in system will be used again this year and reminded those who had not received their voter cards to do so now.

Moderator Desjardins explained the rules of procedure for this evenings meeting as follows:

1. Must be a resident of the town and a registered voter to vote.

2. Non-residents must have approval of the registered voters to address any article but cannot vote.

3. Articles will be addressed in the following manner:

· Moderator will read the article

· A selectman will move the article

· A second selectman will second the article

· A designated selectman or the town manager will address the article 

· General discussion will follow

· You must be acknowledged by the Moderator in order to speak 

· Move to the microphone, give name and domicile

· Once discussion is complete the article will be voted on in order of priority of vote as follows; show of voter cards, physical card count and written ballot

Moderator Desjardins pointed out the exits in case of an emergency.
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Article 2 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Thirty Five Thousand Dollars ($135,000.00) to be added to the following Capital Reserve Fund accounts previously established for the purpose and in the amounts indicated:

Highway


$  40,000.00

Fire Department

$  40,000.00

Town Hall Improvements
$  10,000.00

Bridge Replacement

$  20,000.00

Revaluation


$  10,000.00

Police Dept


$    5,000.00


Library



$    5,000.00

Cemetery


$    5,000.00

Total



$135,000.00

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee)

Moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.

Selectman Carr explained that these appropriations are done yearly to the designated capital reserve funds.  He said the funds are then used for future expenditures and purchases.  He offered to answer questions.  There were no questions.

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 2 carried.

Article 3 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Ten Thousand Dollars ($110,000.00) to purchase a new front end loader and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the Highway Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose.  
Moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Carr.

Selectman Stickney explained that this purchase would replace the 12-year-old front-end loader used by the Highway Dept with funding coming from the Highway Capital Reserve Fund.  

Charles Duursema asked if it went out for competitive bids.  Selectman Stickney said that it did go out for bid prior to town meeting and the board is confident that the $110,000 with the trade in will be enough for the purchase.  Mr. Stickney said that if the article passes the bids will be refreshed and the select board will go with the best buy.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 3 carried.

Article 4 – read by Moderator Desjardins.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Seventy Six Thousand Dollars ($176,000.00) to purchase a new tank truck and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of Eighty Eight Thousand Dollars ($88,000.00) from the Fire Department Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose and Eighty Eight Thousand Dollars ($88,000.00) from the fund balance surplus.
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Moved by Selectman Carr and seconded by Selectman Stickney.

Selectman Enos explained that the existing truck needs updating.  He said it has a fiberglass-lined tank that has cracked several times due to the roads and it needs to be replaced.  Mr. Enos said this is money that has already been raised by taxation.  He offered to answer any questions.

There were no questions so Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on Article 4.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 4 carried.

Article 5 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.00) for the purchase of a new ambulance and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus. 
Moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.

Selectman Carr explained that this appropriation would be used to replace the 2001 ambulance with a new van type, which will be used mainly for transfers.  He said that critical care equipment is not needed for transfers therefore the cost for the new vehicle (van type) will be about half as much as opposed to the larger ambulance.  Mr. Carr said the van type would be more economical to operate.

It was questioned how much mileage is on the old one.  The answer was 180,000 miles.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 5 carried.

Article 6 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Four Thousand Dollars ($24,000.00) to purchase a new skid steer for the Transfer Station and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) from the Motor Vehicle Waste Fund, a special revenue fund created for that purpose and Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) from the 5 Cent Can Fund, a special revenue fund created for that purpose.
Moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Carr.

Seletcman Stickney explained this purchase would replace the skid steer at the transfer station that is 15+ years old.  He said the money has already been raised through the Motor Vehicle Waste Fund and the 5-Cent Can Fund.

There being no discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 6 carried.

Article 7 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for the purchase of a new tractor and lawn mower for the Colonel Town Recreation Department and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus.
Moved by Selectman Carr and seconded by Selectman Stickney.
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Selectman Enos explained that the Scag zero radius turn mower currently used by the recreation dept is old and tired.  He said it has been used to drag the infields of the baseball fields, which it is not designed to do.  He said the select board has quotes on a new tractor with a front-end loader and finish mower on the back and a new zero radius turn mower.  Mr. Enos said that if the article passes it will be put back out to bid.

There being no discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 7 carried.

Article 8 – read by Moderator Desjardins

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Hundred Fifty Five Thousand Eighty-Seven Dollars ($455,087.00) for the purpose of making improvements to the Williams Street drainage system.  Out of this amount Three Hundred Forty Three Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($343,650.00) will be paid from a FEMA Hazardous Mitigation Grant.  The remaining One Hundred Eleven Thousand Four Hundred Thirty Seven Dollars ($111,437.00) to be drawn from the fund balance surplus.  This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the Williams Street Drainage Project is completed or by December 31, 2015 whichever is sooner. (Recommended by the Board of Selectmen and the Budget Committee)
Moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.

Selectman Carr explained that over the years the town has spent a considerable amount of money due to flooding especially on the lower end of Williams Street.  He said the select board feels it should be addressed and taken care of.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 8 carried.

Article 9 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) for a feasibility study of the Town of Lancaster’s sewer lines and to authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of said sum from the fund balance surplus.
Moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Carr.

Selectman Stickney stated that this appropriation will be used to go through the entire town and review the sewer lines to try to separate the sewer lines from the drainage lines.    He said this is the first phase that has to be done to get federal money.  Mr. Stickney said that the feasibility study at $25,000 has to be done to get the 75% matching federal money.

It was asked what the expected cost after the feasibility study will be.

Town Manager Samson explained that currently Lancaster’s sewer, wastewater lines and drainage lines are old and there is a lot of storm water runoff that goes through the sewer pipes and through the treatment plant.  He said this incurs a greater expense for treating water that does not need to be treated.  Mr. Samson said that throughout the entire town there are areas like that.  He said that when applying for the federal monies the town would have to show that it is doing something to justify the funding.  Mr. Samson said that through the feasibility study, which will be done by engineers, the town will identify the worst spots from the least disturbed spots.  He said the town could then 
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make application in hopes of getting up to a 75% match.  He said that this year there is a lot of federal  money becoming available for this purpose.  Mr. Samson said it would require another town meeting to accept any funding.  He said this article is just the first step.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on Article 9.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 9 carried.

Moderator Desjardins advised that Articles 10-20 would not be moved and seconded by the selectmen.  He said a motion and second from the floor will be needed to start discussion.

Article 10 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Five Dollars ($1,525.00), $.45 per capita (based on 2008 Lancaster population of 3388), for the support of the American Red Cross
Motion was made and seconded from the floor.

No one was present to speak to the article

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 10 carried.
Article 11 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for the support of the Lancaster-Whitefield-Littleton Tri-Town Public Transit Route.
Motion was made and seconded from the floor.

Mildred Gordon spoke in favor of approval.  She said that she uses the trolley daily Monday through Thursday to get to work and sometimes to the hospital.  Ms. Gordon said that she benefits from it, as do many others.  She said the trolley provides transportation for people to jobs that they would not have if not for the trolley.

There being no more discussion Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 11 carried.

Article 12 – read by Moderator Desjardins

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for the support of Senior Wheels Demand Response Program
Motion was made and seconded from the floor.

Nathan Wert spoke in support of the article.  He said the Demand Response bus is run by the same company that operates the tri-town trolley.  Mr. Wert said that people can call ahead of time to schedule transportation to medical appointments.  He said the program is asking for 5% of their funding from the towns they serve.  Mr. Wert offered the following statistics; 32,000 trips last year (up from 12,000 from the year before, a substantial increase) for elderly and handicapped people to doctors appointments.  He said the bus runs all day long.
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There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 12 carried.

Article 13 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for the support of CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of New Hampshire. 
     
A motion was made and seconded from the floor.

There was no one present to address the article.

Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 13 carried.

Article 14 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Dollars ($3,520.00) for the support of the Caleb Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers.  
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Penny Noyes urged support of the article.  She said that Caleb has been serving the citizens of Lancaster for 15 years.  Ms. Noyes said that last year there were 22 active volunteers who served the needs of 49 Lancaster residents as clients for a total of 419 volunteer hours.  She said that those volunteers transport people for shopping, errands, doctor’s appointments, hairdressing appointments,  provide home house keeping, call to check on the welfare of the elderly and provide free pet food.  She said they logged a total of 4232 volunteer miles.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 14 carried.

Article 15 – read by Moderator Desjardins.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($4,500.00) for the support of the North Country Senior Meals Program. 
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Beth Vincent spoke in support of the article.  She said that in the last fiscal year over 11,000 home delivered meals were provided in Lancaster and over 136,000 countywide.  

Mildred Gordon added that they send out 96-100 meals daily Monday through Thursday.   She said a lot of people would have a problem getting food without the program.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 15 carried.

Article 16 – read by Moderator Desjardins.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Four Hundred Sixty Dollars ($2,460.00), $.75 per capita, for the Town’s share of the operating budget for the Mt. Washington Regional Airport for the current fiscal year.
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The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

David Hill, Chairman of the Airport Commission urged support of the article and referred those present to page 97 of the Town Annual Report.  He said that the airport is an important asset to the region.  Mr. Hill said that the request is at the same level as it has been for the last 10 years.  He said that the town benefits both directly and indirectly from the airport.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 16 carried.

Article 17 – read by Moderator Desjardins.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Eight Hundred Five Dollars ($5,805.00), for the support of Northern Human Services/White Mountain Mental Health.      
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Mark Vincent offered the following bits of information:

1. WMMH side logged 340 hours of service to 79 residents of Lancaster.

2. 17 Lancaster residents work for Northern Human Services.  So it is a give and take - they pay taxes and the town gives it back.

Mr. Vincent sincerely thanked the voters for their on going support for those WMMH serves.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 17 carried.

Article 18 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Thousand Six Hundred Seventy Nine Dollars ($1,679.00), $.50 per capita, for the support of the Northern Gateway Chamber of Commerce. 
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Pam Gainer urged support for the article.  She said the Chamber is actively marketing Lancaster as a place to work, live and play.  Mrs. Gainer said the Chamber website received upwards of 630,000 hits in 2009.  She said the Gateway magazine is distributed throughout the State.  Mrs. Gainer said a calendar of events is published on the website and in the Gateway magazine.  She said any organization is welcome to list their events.  Mrs. Gainer said the Chamber is working to be a resource for Lancaster businesses.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 18 carried.

Article 19 – read by Moderator Desjardins.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to pay for the cost of operating the Mt Prospect Ski Club.

The article was moved and seconded from the floor.
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Lucy Wyman expressed gratitude for the support the town has shown for the Mt. Prospect Ski Club.  She said the biggest expense has been insurance and this appropriation is used for that.

Bill Ghelli added that the ski area is run totally by volunteers.  He voiced his appreciation to the town for the support.  Mr. Ghelli said that the ski area was open 30 days this year.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 19 carried.

Article 20 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($4,600.00) for the support of the Community Contact Division of Tri-County Community Action.
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Amy Nelson, offered the following bits of information:

1. last year the Community Contact Division assisted 239 Lancaster households with fuel assistance.

2. A total of $259,000 benefit amount was distributed last year for fuel assistance.

3. 136 households were enrolled in the electric assistance programs saving those households a combined total of over $62,000.

4. 6 households received weatherization at an expense of over $31,000.

5. Approx. $9600 worth of food was distributed from the pantry to Lancaster residents.  The pantry does not receive any funding to operate other than donations.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 20 carried.

Article 21 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to accept Mary Elizabeth Lane and Sunnyview Drive as depicted on those plans entitled “Subdivision of Land, High Point Acres, for Emmanuel Marceau, Prospect Street, Lancaster, New Hampshire” by Mark VanderHeyden, L.L.S., dated March 13, 2002 and recorded in Coos Deeds as Plan #2019 (sheet 1 of 2) and Plan #2020 (sheet 2 of 2).  Mary Elizabeth Lane and Sunnyview Drive are also shown on Map R10 of the Town of Lancaster Tax Maps.  

Moved by Selectman Carr and seconded by Selectman Stickney.

Town Manager Samson explained that last year the developer of this roadway presented this article to the town.  He said the select board were not comfortable with just accepting it until it was proven that the makeup of the road was to the specifications required by the Town of Lancaster, which are the same specs as the State of NH in regards to road layout, at time of development.  Mr. Samson said there was also a question about a culvert and about a turn around.  During the past year Mr. Marceau (the developer) arranged for test borings of the roadway in several places, he improved the turn around and the culvert issue was resolved.  Mr. Samson said the test borings showed that the road was greater than the town’s required specs for road layout.  He said that the purpose for the town implementing requirements for road building and 
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developments is so when the town is asked to take over the roadway it is a well built road and will last for years with little maintenance.  Mr. Samson said the select board; road foreman and himself were present at the time of the testing.  He said the select board is prepared to support acceptance of this roadway based on what they witnessed as far as proper development.  He said the cost for the town associated with the acceptance is future maintenance.  Mr. Samson said the road foreman does not anticipate a tremendous expense.  Mr. Samson said he personally monitored the roadway at the worst time of year (spring thaw) for the last two years and found the road was impacted very little.  He said the road is well laid out, drains well and currently is graded once annually or once biannually.  He said winter maintenance and grading would be the only responsibilities for the town if the road were accepted.  He said the road serves 15 parcels and there are currently 5 or 6 homes developed in that subdivision.  Mr. Samson said there is currently a lot of tax revenue and potentially more.

Doug Corrigan said he had a question more for the developer.  He said that as more homes are built in the subdivision traffic will increase and there will be more wear and tear on the road and maintenance will increase.  He asked if as the developer sells the parcels is there a way for the developer to help the town out regarding the potential increase in road maintenance.

Mr. Samson said there would only be a maximum of 15 homes in the subdivision and  the road is not a through way.  He said there is one way in and the same way out.  Mr. Samson said he does not anticipate a lot of traffic.  He said once the road is accepted by the town the developer will no longer have any responsibilities for the road.

Eric Marceau, not a registered voter in the town, was given permission to speak to the article.  He said he had been living in the subdivision since 2005 and offered the following information:

1. Road is 1600’ long both streets.

2. For the past 3 years the average cost for plowing and sanding has been $1400 with this year being an exception.

3. The road is graded every 2 years at a cost of $400.

4. The town’s share of the tax revenue for the existing homes and lots that have been sold is $11,000.

5. The town road specs require 4” of gravel (3/4”) 12” bank run.  Out of 4 bore tests dug at 4’ the thinnest place for gravel was 5” of ¾” and the deepest was 9”.  The base is from 18” to 23” – way over the requirements.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 21 carried.

Article 22 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the 2010 Amendment to the Mount Washington Regional Airport Authority Intermunicipal Agreement.  Copies of the 2010 Amendment, as well as the existing Agreement, are available for review at the Lancaster town office, and will also be available the day of the meeting.

Moved by Selectman Stickney and seconded by Selectman Enos.
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Dave Hill explained that the airport commission has worked with Attorney Bernie Waugh to draft the amendment to the intermunicipal agreement, which established the airport authority about 10 years ago.  He said some of the provisions of that agreement have proven legally unworkable.  All the member towns were to participate in capital expenditures at the airport.  Mr. Hill said the Town of Lancaster has never been asked nor have any of the other towns besides Whitefield to help fund capital improvements at the airport and the airport authority does not intend to ask them.  He said that this amendment cleans up some of those legal ambiguities.  Mr. Hill said it does not obligate the town to fund the airport in any way.  He said the airport authority will continue to come back to the town meeting yearly to ask for probably the same level of funding.  Mr. Hill said this amendment will give the select board the direct power to appoint a representative to the airport commission.

There being no more discussion the Moderator called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 22 carried.

Article 23 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to be forwarded to our State Representative(s), our State Senator, the Speaker of the House, and the Senate President.

Resolved:  The citizens of New Hampshire should be allowed to vote on an amendment to the New Hampshire Constitution that defines “marriage”.  (By Petition)
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Stan Knecht stated that he is representing the non-binding referendum to see if the voters of the State of New Hampshire support letting all registered voters in New Hampshire decide on the definition of marriage in the state.  He said that tonight 133 towns are voting on the same question.  Mr. Knecht said that to date 30 states and 188 million Americans have been given the opportunity to vote on the marriage laws in their state.  He said that this article changes no law currently in effect and does not take a position for or against same sex marriage, it simply asks the voters if they want the opportunity to vote on a constitutional amendment that will define marriage.  He said that legislation has been voted on in New Hampshire that denies the voters the chance to vote on this.  Mr. Knecht said there are legislators planning to reintroduce the marriage amendment later this year if that is what the citizens of New Hampshire want.  He requested that the vote on Article 23 be by written ballot.  A petition requesting that was given to the Moderator.  Mr. Knecht urged passage of Article 23.

Representative Evalyn Merrick from Lancaster read a brief statement, which basically said the following.  The New Hampshire Constitution has never and should never be amended to preserve or protect discrimination, which is what Article 23 would endorse.  She said that similar constitutional amendments were rejected in the last 2 legislative sessions; in 2006 under a republican majority and in 2007 under democratic leadership.  CACR28 was a similar attempt to change the NH Constitution and was voted down by the New Hampshire House of Representatives.  She said this is 3 times in 3 legislative sessions that this constitutional amendment has been rejected.  Rep. Merrick said New Hampshire has already settled this issue.  She said that in keeping with New Hampshire’s strong tradition of civil liberties New Hampshire supports marriage equality.  She said that instead of pushing for a constitutional amendment the voters should focus 
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their attention on jobs, the economy and the town.  Rep Merrick asked the voters to please leave the constitution alone and vote down Article 23.

Emily Cowan stated that the intent to have a constitutional amendment defining marriage in New Hampshire is a 100% anti gay marriage effort.  She said the only reason it is being discussed is to try to make gay marriage in New Hampshire illegal.  Ms. Cowan said it is impossible to legislate thoughts or feelings.  She said gay marriage is a civil rights issue.  She said gays and lesbians should not be denied their civil rights just because they are gays or lesbians.  Ms. Cowan said that the State of New Hampshire recognizes this and that is why same sex marriage became legal in New Hampshire.

Louis Going said that this is not a civil rights issue.  He said the marriage of people of the same gender is not a civil right.  Mr. Going said that society has always had limitations on what relationships are recognized as marriage and it is completely proper for society to determine what those relationships are.  He said that not accepting same gender marriage is no different than not accepting marriage between a brother and sister or an adult and child.  Mr. Going said that true equality is letting people vote on this issue.  He said it is a serious cultural and societal issue.  Mr. Going said that simply saying that it is a civil rights issue and not giving the people the right to vote on it would be wrong.

Jim Whithed noted that tonight the voters have been very generous and passed a lot of articles.  He said that now the people are at an article where “some peoples hearts are hardened”.  He said they do not want other people to be happy because they don’t believe that 2 people can love each other and not be a man and a woman.  Mr. Whithed said that is wrong.  He said we live in a “Live Free or Die” state and that means freedom – freedom for all.  He said we live in a county that is generous and usually keeps its nose out of their neighbors business but some want to keep their nose in.  Mr. Whithed said that he feels this is a mean spirited article.  He said he is against the secret ballot.  He urged the voters to give it deep thought; it may not be your choice but would be someone else’s.

Lucy Woman said that the comparison between incest and the love of two consenting adults is “egregious”.

Larry Brown said he recently returned from Uganda where he was a Peace Corp director.  He said that in Uganda a person could be put to death for knowingly allowing someone else to be gay and not reporting it.  Mr. Brown said that 12-15 of his volunteers were gay and were looking forward to returning to the US because of this.  He said none of his children are gay but he has taught them to be tolerant of others.  Mr. Brown said that science now knows that being gay is not a choice, it is hardwired in the brain.  He said he is not happy to vote on something interfering with human nature and is no threat to the rest of us.  He said he is embarrassed that it is a secret ballot.  He urged the voters to vote in a way that continues to give freedom to others.

Ron Wert noted that the Constitutional Convention of the US is the only way to amend the US Constitution.  He said that once that is opened up anything could be changed with a vote.  He questioned if it was the same with the NH Constitution.  Would it be only that article or can they change anything they want to.

Herb Richardson, State Rep said that the NH Constitution can be changed but it takes a vote of the State.  He said it has been done in the past.  Mr. Richardson said it would 
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only pertain to a specific article.  He said the legislature could vote to put this issue on the ballot for November.

Doug Corrigan said that the people should have this debate and the people should decide.  He said the people should tell the legislators that they want to decide.  Whether it is legally, morally or ethically correct the people should decide not the legislature.

Tom Maher said that he believes that there are certain things that cannot be voted on by the majority because there are certain things not given by society because they are already there.  Mr. Maher said this is not a vote for or against it is a vote to allow the people to decide. 

The question was moved, seconded and  carried.

The Moderator called for a vote on the article by written ballot.

Results of the written ballot was 88 yes and 73 no.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 23 carried.

Article 24 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) for the Lancaster School Playground (additional equipment) and Outdoor Fitness/Walking Trail.  The rest of the $80,000 estimated cost would be raised through grants and other contributions.  (By Petition)  (Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen and not recommended by the Budget Committee)
The article was moved and seconded from the floor.

Lori Ramos, Chairman of the Playground Committee, spoke to the article.  She had visuals for the voters to view.  She offered the following facts:

1. The 5/6 grade playground is a basketball court.

2. Health impact.  There is a 40% rate of childhood obesity in Coos County and 30% nationally.  There was a recent article in the Democrat and the Berlin paper noting that Coos County’s health ranking is the lowest in the state.

3. One recommendation is for ample park and recreation space which makes it more likely that residents will exercise and reduce the risk of heart disease, Childhood obesity is directly related to heart disease and diabetes.

4. Projected cost for the playground and walking trail is $80,000.  The committee has done fundraising and applied for several grants (received the Tillotson grant).  $30,000 has been raised and $50,000 is still needed.  Asking the town for $15,000 and the SAU for $25,000.

Pat McLean, resident and Lancaster School Principal, stated that it is being looked at as a community project.  She said it would be a place that families can use; a fitness walking trail for adults and teenagers, a preschool area for young children, a place for all ages to exercise.  Mrs. McLean noted that the school shares an access road with Country Village Healthcare Center and Holton Point.  She said residents of those facilities use the area now and will be encouraged to use the new area if the article carries.  She said it would provide activities for people of all ages.  Mrs. McLean said the School Board would be asking for $25,000 from the Forestry Fund.

Christine Crane, Garland Road, stated that the committee is just asking for help with the 
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project.  She said they have asked for help from a lot of venues; town, school, parents and local businesses.  She said a new playground and walking trail will help the livelihood of Lancaster.  She said it would be a beautiful area to exercise and will be open to everyone, not just the school population.

Lucy Wyman noted that no dogs are allowed on the school property.  She asked what a person is to do if they want to exercise and have their dog with them.

Steven Druke, noted that $25,000 will cost a taxpayer $.05 per $1000 assessment.  He said on a $175,000 assessment the one time tax contribution will be $8.75.  He said it is a worthwhile investment for the children and the community.

Dwayne Bosse also urged support.  He said it would be great for the town.  It will set back nicely from the road and is a good thing for the community.

Magdalena Randall spoke in opposition of the article.  She said she felt it was a lot of money.  She said she uses the Col Town facilities and they are never overcrowded.  Ms. Randall said that money can’t buy the motivation to exercise, people have to want to exercise.  She said the town has Mt. Prospect and the Heritage Trail, there are plenty of places to use if a person wants to exercise.

Several other people spoke in support of the article noting the many benefits of exercise.

Chris Parker asked the select board why they chose not to recommend the article.  Selectman Stickney said that the board decided to leave the decision up to the voters.

Charles Duursema stated that he felt that the article does not belong on the town warrant that it should be part of the school budget.

Doug Corrigan questioned who would be managing the money.  Principal Pat McLean said that it would be managed through the school district office.  Mr. Corrigan moved that the school district deal with it.

Lori Ramos restated that the school district is being asked for $25,000, that the committee is trying to raise an enormous amount of money and urged the support of the voters for the $15,000.  She said something has to be done this year because of the grant money they have been awarded.

The question was moved and seconded and carried.

The Moderator called for a vote on the article.

The show of voter cards was not definitive so a physical card count was taken.  

The results of the card count was 81 yes and 57 no.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 24 passed.

Moderator Desjardins announced the results of balloting on Article 23.  88 yes and 73 no.  Article 23 carried.

Article 25 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four Million Seven Hundred Seventy Two Thousand Four Hundred Six Dollars ($4,772,406.00) which represents the operating budget.  Said sum does not include any other Warrant Articles
Moved by Selectman Enos and seconded by Selectman Carr.
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Selectman Stickney stated that this article represents the operating budget exclusive of all warrant articles passed this evening.

There being no discussion  Moderator Desjardins called for a vote on the article.

Moderator Desjardins declared that Article 25 carried.

Moderator Desjardins announced that there would be an art auction to benefit the capital campaign of Weeks Memorial Library on Saturday March 20th at the Lancaster Town Hall auditorium.  He said that viewing will be from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. with the auction taking place after the viewing.  Refreshments will be served.

Article 26 – read by Moderator Desjardins.

To transact other business that may legally come before this meeting.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean E. Oleson

Town Clerk

